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OITY HALL EDICT WILL

CLOSE POOL ROOMS TODAY

- fayor Takes Action as Result of Alleged Flagrant Violations of

Ordinance—Proprietors May Invoke: Eestgra.ﬁon of- Old.
“Blue Laws"—Will Meet This Morning.

The pool Tooms of the city wiil be
cosed today. ‘This is the edict that
nas gone forth from ihe city hall It
‘s sald that the action was taken by
the mayor as a result of the flagrant
volations of the closing ordinance
snd allowing minors in  the poot
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The proprietors will hold a meet-
jog this morning to discuss the prop-
egition and from the statement made
ps.one of the pool room men yester-
¢ay there is a possibility that they
i1 advocate the enforcement of the
sl laws, such as closing the cigar

res, news stands and even stop-
hog the running of the street cars.

The order closing the pool places
is ;aid to be the result of the failure
of many of the proprietors to coh-
‘gzt their places within the law. A
few weeks ago Harry Witz pleaded
quilty to conducting a  gambling
gams In the rear of his place on
Tower avenue. The next day his
rense was revoked by  Mayor
frumpton because he allowed boys
under age to frequent his establish-
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It is said that another room_ had
3 game running but upon the Witz
‘expose  stopped for  fear of the
police. The same place has been
the cause of consideradle complaint
ea the part. of many citizens, from
the fact that oh Sunday the place
w1s filled with young men who could
pe heard indulging in loud and ob-
scene language by passers by.

A pool hall owner sald yester@ay:

“It we can't run we will see that
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not another tap of work' is accom-
plished or any amusement featurg al-
lowed to run on Sunday. We don't
propose to be made the ‘goats’ I
don’t see why we can't run when
I know that one can get a drink at
elght out of every ten salpons on
Sunday.”

When shown the above statement
last night Mayor Crumpton sald:

“I wish the gentleman who made
that statement would produce ths evi-
dence of his charges. He is just the
kind of a man I am looking for, I
have given explicit orders to the po-
lice and legal departments in regard
to enforcing the Sdnday saloon clos-
Ing to the letter. I have no doubt
that there are and always. will be
violations but we are getting after
them wherever possible, I want to
make the statement that anyone who
will produce the evidence of the Sun-
day lfd-titing will be regarded as a
public berefactor.”

Over a decade ago Superior had an
experience with the “blue laws.” The
double rivited *1d” lasted just one
Sabbath. While it lasted the city was
as tight as the most ardent reformer
could wish for. Street cars were
stopped, a score of cigar dealers
were arrested, newspapers could not
be purchased, liverymen were not al-
lowed to rent rigs even for funerals
and other features made the day so
unbearable that a storm of public sen-
timent, demanded that the city return
to the old regime.
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